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Listing of Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1, (cuirently amended) A method for securely communicating financial 
infomiation, comprising: 

receiving over an electronic computer network a ee4e4-me$sage 
nnmpriririfY nn »nfr;r in fi qiMifiod fiold of - commimicated a ccording to a field 
delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the message comprises a 
finftncial data field and a field value corresponding to the financial data field and 
the message has a standard, publi cl v-^known meaning within the field delimUed 
communication protocol: 

and interpreting said eeded message aftrnrdip^ tr^ ^ j^^ijti^H mganin^ l^4^ave 
g meaning difforont fix>m a publicly Imown m e aning for ontri e s in said -s pooifi e d 
field defined to be different than the standard, pg bliclv-known meaning within the 
field delimited communication protocol . 

2. (original) The meOiod of claim 1, wherein the field delimited 
communication protocol is the Financial Information Exchange (FIX) Protocol, or a 
protocol derived therefrom. 
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3. (cuirently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the message 
coiPTnunicRte s a number of shares ordered or offered opooifi e d field is on ord e r value 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the fl pooifi e d 
financial data fi eld oompri se g is a FIX tag 38 entry, 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim I , wherein the needed 
m e ssage ended meaning; ooiroopon dB4e communicates a number of shares of a 
financial transaction to which the message pertains that is different than the standards 
pubhclv-knowp mgatim p; within the field delimited communication protocol , 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the e ncod e d 
message corresponds to an Indication of Interest (LOT) for a number of shares. 

7. (currently amended) A method for securely corrmiunicating financial 
information, comprising: 

encoding a message oompriaing on entry in a sp e cifi e d fi e ld of 
communicated in a field delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the 
message comprises a financial data field and a field value corresponding to the financial 
data field, in which the message has a standard, publiclv-known meaning, within the field 
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delimited c oxmnunication protocol in which the message would ordi narily be interpreted 
to have a standard, publiclv'-known meaning , wher e in said encodod moaoago is intondod 
to have a meaning different fix)m ft the standard, p ubhclv-known meaning for ontriois in 
said spooifiod filod ; and 

transmitting said encoded message over an electronic computer network. 

8. (original) The method of claim 7, wherein the field delimited 
commxinication protocol is the Financial Information Exchange (FDC) Protocol, or a 
protocol derived therefrom. 

9. (cairently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the message 
represents a number of shares ordered or offered opooifiod field is on ord e r valu e 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the sp e cifi e d fi e W 
finmg^^^ ^ta oompriooo jg a fix tag 38 entry. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the encod e d 
message corresponds to a number of shares of a financial transaction to which the 
message pertains . 


4 

PAGE 6/16 ' RCVD AT 912612005 3:24:57 PM [Eas^^^^ 


SEP 26 2005 15:30 FR PROSKAUER ROSE LLP 2 


TO *5595*74577077>K7 P . 07 


Appl. Ser.No. 10/666,817 

12. (origmal) The method of claim 7, wherein the encoded message 
corresponds to an Indication of Interest (lOI) for a number of shares. 

13. (currently amended) A method for securely communicating financial 
information, comprising: 

receiving over a first electronic computer network a first message, said first 
message oomprioing a first ontry in a opooifiod Sold of 1q a field delimited 
communication protocol pursuant to which the first message comprises a first financial 
data field and a first field value corresponding to the first financial data field, in which 
the message has a standard, publiciv-known meaning within the field delimited 
communication protocol: 

transmitting over a second electronic computer network, a second message^ said 
second message oomprioing q oooond ontry in said opooified fi e ld of said in the field 
delimited communication protocol comprising a second financial data field and a second 
field value coircsponding to the second financial data field, in which the second message 
has a standard, publiclv-taiown meaning within the field delimited communication 
protocol : and 

at least one of said first and second messages being encoded, wherein each 
encoded message is intended to have a meaning different fiom a the standard, 

publicly-known meaning within the field delimited communication protocoL 
publicly - known moonin g- for entri e s in s aid sp e cifi e d fi e ld ; 
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wherein, said first and second electronic networ k, ooid first and - isooond entri e s j 
and said first and second messages are not necessarily distinct. 

14. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein the field delimited 
communication protocol is the Financial Information Exchange (FK) Protocol, or a 
protocol derived therefiom. 

15. (cimrently amended) The method of claim 1 3, wherein the gpooifiod first 
and second financial data fields fi e ld is on are order value fields. 

16. (cuirently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the e ncod e d first 
and second messages corresponds to a number of shares of a financial transflctinn tn 
which the messages pertain . 

17. (currently am«ided) The method of claim 13, wherein the needed &st 
message^corresponds to an Indication of Interest (lOI) for a number of shares, 

1 8. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein said first and 
oQOond moQoafiog oro both onoodod , further comprising: 

detennining whether corresponding entries in send specifi e d fi e ld first field 
value and the second field value of said first ond s e cond m e ssag e s match; and 
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if the match is successfiil, transmitting a notification to one or more 
broker/dealers. 

19. (original) The method of claim 18, wherein the transmitted notification is 
not encoded. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein said first message 
is encoded, and wherein said transmitting transmitted notification is made to a 
plurality of receivers, fiuther comprising: 

reccivitig from a receiver a reply to said second message; and 
detemndning whether the first field value and the second field value 
ooir e sponding e ntrieo in tho opooifiod fio t d - of the first m e saago and flaid foply match. 

21 . (original) The method of claim 20, wherein if the match is successfiil> 
transmitting a notification to one or more broker dealers. 

22. (currently amended) An apparatus for securely conununicating financial 
information, comprising: 

a receiver for receiving over an electronic computer network a oodod 
message comprising on entry communicated in a spocifiod fi e ld of a field 
delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the message comprises a financial 
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data field and a field value CQrrestx)ndme to the financial data fi eld and the message has a 
standard, publiclv-known meaning under the field delim ited cQmiriiT^ication protocol. 
wherein the message is coded to have a m eaning dif ferent than t he standard, pubUclv- 
known meaning under the field delimited communication protocol: and 

an interpreter for interpreting &m4 eoded ttie message to have a ^ 
meaning different from €k the standard, p ubhclv-known nxeaning under the field delimited 

COmmun icAtinn pTOtocol. 

23. (currently amended) An apparatus for securely communicating financial 
information, comprising: 

an encoder for encoding a message compri s ing on entry in a spooifiod Sold of a 
field delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the m essage comprises a 
financial data field and a field value corresponding to th e field of financial data and has a 
standard, nubliclv-known meaning under the field delimited communicati on protocol, 
wherein said encoded message is intended to have a meaning different from d the 
standard, publicly-known meaning for entries in said specified field; and 

a transmitter for transmitting said encoded message over an electronic computer 
network. 

24. (currently amended) An apparatus for securely communicating financial 
information^ comprising: 
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a receiver for receiving over a first electronic computer network a first 
message^ said first message compri s ing a first entry in a o p ooified field of a 
communicated in a field delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the 
message comprises a first financial data field and a first field value corresponding to the 
financial data field and has a standard, publiclv-known meanmg under the field delimited 
communication protocol : 

a transmitter for transmitting over a second electronic computer network, a 
second message, said second message compri s ing a sooond ontry in ooid sp e cifi e d 

fi e ld of said communicated in the field delimited commxinication protocol 

pursuant to which the message comprises a first fin ancial data field and a first field value 
corresponding to the field of financial data and has a standard, publiclv-know n meaning 
under the fi e^d d^HTni ted conrnaiunication protocol: and 

at least one of said first and second messages being OTCoded, wherein each 
encoded message is intended to have a meaning dijfferent ftom a the standard nubliclv'' 
known meaning under the field delimited communication protocol: 

wherein, said first and second electronic network, said first and second 
entries, and said first and second messages are not necessarily distinct. 
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